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The resources listed on the following pages provide a sampling review of other state education
agency (SEA) approaches to high school reform, as well as links to best practice findings and
information from the National High School Center and other organizations involved in the area
of high school reform.

Arizona

Arizona High School Renewal and Improvement Initiative (AZHSRI)

AZHSRI Activities, Phase One:

Phase One: The development of a statewide vision and action plan for high school renewal and
improvement in order to raise academic achievement, increase the number of high school
graduates, and increase post-secondary attendance and completion.

AZHSRI Activities, Phase Two:
Phase Two: Implementation of the statewide action plan for high school renewal and
improvement.

Related Activities:

February 2005: The Arizona School Administrators received a Breaking Ranks II (BRII) grant
from the National Association of Secondary School Principals and convened a BRII Conference
on February 1, 2005.

April 2007: A group of interested teachers and administrators met to discuss the possibility and
need for the development of an Arizona Small Learning Community/High School Renewal
Network. This roundtable discussion was conducted as a follow-up response to the successful
Small Learning Community Summit which was held in Phoenix in February, 2007. The
objective of this roundtable was to begin the discussion about what, if anything, is needed by the
field to support high school renewal at the grassroots level (i.e., those working closest to the
students—teachers, assistant principals, principals, counselors, etc.).

Contact:

Maxine Daly, Deputy Associate Superintendent
Academic Achievement Division

Arizona Department of Education

1535 West Jefferson Street, Bin 32

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Phone: (602) 542-4391

Email: mdaly@ade.az.gov
http://www.ade.az.gov/asd/AZHSRI/default.asp

Arkansas

Next Step for Arkansas' Future

Next Step for Arkansas' Future is a collaborative effort to redesign Arkansas High Schools.
Partners include, Arkansas Department of Education, Achieve, Inc., National Governors
Association, and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
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Contact:

Janinne Riggs, Assistant Director

School Improvement and Professional Development
Arkansas Department of Education

4 Capitol Mall, Room 404B

Little Rock, AR 72201

Phone: (501) 682-4219
http://www.nextsteparkansas.org/

California

Aiming High: High Schools for the 21st Century

Aiming High is built on the legacy of Second to None, California's guideline for high school
reform. Aiming High is a how-to document for implementing a standards-based educational

system. The document helps to place standards-based education in the context of California's
accountability system that includes state standards and local outcomes.

Contact:

California Department of Education

Secondary, Postsecondary, and Adult Leadership Division
High School Initiatives/Career Education Office

1430 N Street, Suite 4503

Sacramento, CA 95814

Patrick Ainsworth, Director
(916) 445-2652
painswor@cde.ca.gov

John Merris-Coots, Education Program Consultant
(916) 319-0461

jmerris@cde.ca.gov
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs/ahgen.asp

Connecticut

High School Redesign Initiative

The Connecticut State Department of Education’s Framework for Connecticut’s High Schools: A
Working Guide for High School Redesign provides a common framework for leaders at the state,
district, school, and community levels to use in initiating conversation and action by local
stakeholders in the hard work of transforming high schools and ensuring success for each high
school student. The framework identifies seven expectations and recommended strategies for
each that will promote academic rigor for each student and add relevance to the curriculum,
thereby promoting civic and personal growth.
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Contact:

Ann R. Gaulin, Division Grants Manager

CT State Department of Education

PO Box 2219

Hartford, CT 06145

Phone (860) 713-6769

Email: ann.gaulin@ct.gov
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618andq=321690andsdeNavPage=|

Connecticut Technical High School System (CTHSS)

The CTHSS is a statewide system of 17 degree-granting technical high schools and one technical
education center, serving approximately 10,200 full-time high school students with
comprehensive education and training in 34 occupational areas. CTHSS also serves
approximately 5,500 part-time adult students in apprenticeship and other programs. Two full-
time adult programs are offered in aviation maintenance.

High school students receive a college preparatory curriculum and earn a Connecticut high
school diploma as well as a certificate in a specific trade technology. Approximately 45 percent
of graduates go on to college and approximately 5 percent go on to employment, apprenticeships
or the military following graduation.

Adult students are provided full-time, post-high school programs; apprentice training; and part-
time programs for retraining and upgrading skills. Many customized educational programs and
services for youth and adults also are provided. These include English language learner (ELL)
programs, tech prep relationships, handicapped and psychological services, and a full
complement of remedial programs. Program relevance is ensured through an extensive network
of technology advisory committees, authentic assessment, and an aggressive response to the
implementation of emerging technologies of the workplace.

Contact:

Dr. Abigail L. Hughes, Superintendent
25 Industrial Park Road

Middletown, CT 06457-1520

Phone: (800) 822-6832
http://www.cttech.org/

Florida

The Commissioner of Education recently convened a High School Reform Task Force which
will further explore the middle grades foundation, curriculum standards, accountability, course
credits, compulsory attendance age, promotion standards, and graduation requirements using
Middle Grades Reform as a stepping stone. Membership will include Middle Grades Reform
Task Force members as well as education experts and stakeholders, such as teachers, parents,
principals, and representatives from education associations.
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High school reform will be shaped by the experiences and knowledge of school officials,
teachers, students, educational stakeholders, prominent national educational organizations and
reform experts, and legislative members. These stakeholders will contribute to the task force as
they examine the issues surrounding high school education and suggest a plan of action to assist
students.

Contact:

Kate Kemker, Bureau Chief
Phone: (850) 245-5053

E-mail: Kate.Kemker@fldoe.org
http://www.fldoe.org/hsreform/

Indiana

Indiana High School Redesign

It is the goal of the High School Redesign effort to not showcase one model or one method for
schools, but to provide examples of models which best fit the needs of the school and the school
community.

Contact:

Lynn L. Lupold, Principal Fellow

High School Redesign Coordinator

101 West Ohio Street

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Phone: (317) 234-1331

Fax: (317) 234-1328

E-mail: llupold@doe.state.in.us
http://www.doe.state.in.us/highschoolredesign/welcome.html

CORE 40
Core 40 becomes Indiana’s required high school curriculum in fall 2007. Students entering high
school at that time will be expected to complete Core 40 as a graduation requirement.

E-mail: eca@doe.state.in.us
http://www.doe.state.in.us/core40/welcome.html

Towa

For a chart of activities to support high school reform initiatives visit:
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_docmanandtask=doc_downloadandgid=20
30

One example: Model Core Curriculum

The Model Core Curriculum project was developed in response to needs identified by the
Department and the State Board of Education through an intensive high school information and
data gathering process undertaken in the spring of 2005 and the passage of Senate File 245
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during the 2005 legislative session. SF 245 required the identification of a model core curriculum
and established a statewide core curriculum completion rate goal. It also required districts to
develop for each eighth-grader a core curriculum plan and report progress on the completion of
that plan to parents/guardians annually.

Contact:

Rita Martens, Consultant

Phone: (515) 281-3145

E-mail: rita.martens@iowa.gov
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/blogcategory/672/1001/

Kentucky

Refocusing Secondary Education
For examples of high school initiatives in Kentucky visit:
http://education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/High+School/Refocusing+Secondary/

The Kentucky Scholars Program

This new initiative encourages middle and high school students to take the types of courses that
will best prepare them for the changing expectations of today's higher education and work
environments. The Kentucky Scholars Initiative is made possible by federal funding that comes
to the Partnership for Successful Schools from the Center for State Scholars in Austin, Texas.
http://www.kyscholars.com/introduction.html

Kentucky Secondary Initiatives

Much activity and change is happening in Secondary Education across Kentucky. Stakeholders
can find out the latest on the activities of Kentucky schools, Kentucky Department of Education,
and Kentucky Board of Education as they pertain to Refocusing Secondary Education.
http://education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/High+School/Refocusing+Secondary/Ken
tucky+Secondary+Initiatives/

Contact:

Linda Pittenger

500 Mero Street, 19th Floor, CPT
Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: (502) 564-4772

E:mail: Linda.Pittenger@education.ky.gov

Kentucky Virtual High School

The goal of Kentucky Virtual High School is to provide Kentucky students with equal access to
expanded learning options and allow every Kentucky high school to offer all students a pre-
college curriculum and the opportunity to earn a Commonwealth Diploma.
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Other goals:
* Provide flexible scheduling and resolve student scheduling conflicts and credit-transfer

issues.

* Offer year-round credit recovery.

* Offer alternative education and home-bound instruction to students in an engaging learning
environment that differs from the traditional classroom setting.

* Offset teacher shortages and be able to offer low-enrollment classes affordably.

* Provide high school courses to qualified middle school students.

* Respond appropriately to the needs of Gifted and Talented students and offer the opportunity
to earn college credits in high school through Advanced Placement (AP) or Dual Credit
courses

Contact:

Nancy Hill

500 Mero Street, 19th Floor, CPT
Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: (502) 564-4772

E-mail: Nancy.Hill@education.ky.gov

Louisiana

High School ReDESIGN

In March of 2005, Governor Blanco committed Louisiana to the American Diploma Project
Network, making Louisiana one of twenty-two states pledging to prepare all high school students
for college and work. The governor assigned oversight responsibility for this endeavor to the
High School Redesign Commission. A key goal of the American Diploma Project is to restore
the value of the high school diploma by assuring that high school standards and curriculum are
aligned with the knowledge and skills needed for college and work readiness. In May of 2005,
the Louisiana Legislature passed a bill enacting the Commission in statute for the purpose of
making recommendations for the development of statewide policies, guiding principles, and
programs that address the current and future economic needs of the state and promote student
success in high school and life beyond secondary education.

Contact:

Gayle Kirwan

Family, Career and Technical Education
Education Program Consultant

High School Redesign

Phone: (225) 342-3449
E-mail:gater@lsu.edu
http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/hsr/2045.html
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Minnesota

High School Initiatives

The department provides data to administrators, teachers and others interested in high school
improvement and promotes and facilitates discussions on this effort. Information on this page
includes an overview and summary of the National Governors Association Honor States Grant
that Minnesota received to support high school redesign efforts and a summary of the Governor's
Roundtable Discussion on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM).

Contact:

Sally Wherry, Supervisor of High School Initiatives

Phone: (651) 582-8768
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/High School Initiatives/index.html

New York

NYS High School Initiative

The New York State High School Initiative began in January 2005 by identifying schools that
have the lowest graduation rates and the highest proportion of students taking three or fewer
Regents exams in four years. The State Education Department is conducting professional
development forums for these schools and districts on practices that ensure students in academic
difficulty get adequate help.

Through a series of “Destination Diploma” forums, the New York State Education Department's
goal is to create a community of professional practice among school district teams that have
been struggling with these issues. These teams are joined by State and regional technical
assistance providers and professional organizations. Destination Diploma forums were held in
March and December in Albany. The New York City Department of Education and NYSED co-
sponsored a forum in May.

Contact:

Mark Barth

High School Reform

Phone: (518) 486-6090

E-mail: mbarth@mail.nysed.gov
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/sss/HighSchool/index.html

North Carolina

High School Innovation Projects

In cooperation with state and national partners, the North Carolina New Schools Project
(NCNSP) has launched an effort to create at least 100 academically rigorous, focused, and
flexible new and redesigned high schools over the next five years. Collectively, these new and
redesigned high schools are called High School Innovation Projects (HSIP). The State Board of
Education, the Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI), the UNC and Community College
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systems, national organizations such as Jobs for the Future, the New Technology Foundation,
and the Asia Society, among others, are working together in partnership to create these HSIP.

Contact:

Tony Habit

Phone: (919) 277-3760, extension 202

E-mail: thabit@NewSchoolsProject.org
http://www.newschoolsproject.org/projects.html

Ohio

The Ohio High School Transformation Initiative

The Ohio High School Transformation Initiative, often referred to as the small schools or schools
within schools initiative, is a partnership effort to improve student learning through the use of
research and best practices on smaller learning communities. With support from the the
KnowledgeWorks Foundation, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Ohio Department of
Education and the Ford Foundation, this is the first statewide initiative to transform some of the
state's most challenged urban high schools into successful smaller learning communities.
http://www.kwfdn.org/high schools/ohsti/

Pennsylvania

Project 720

Project 720 ensures that all students have access to college-preparatory courses in core subject
areas, additional Advanced Placement courses, and smaller learning environments for better one-
on-one, teacher-to-student interaction.

All participating districts agree to implement the core components of Project 720, as follows:

* Creation of a rigorous college and career preparatory program for all students;

* Strengthening the academic infrastructure with a focus on increasing achievement for all
students;

* Creation of personalized learning environments with a focus on small learning communities
and school counseling; and,

* Providing teachers with up to date professional development in 21* century skills,
specifically targeting data driven instructional practices and meeting the needs of diverse
learners.

Contact:

Dr. Parker E. Martin, Chief

Division of Middle and Secondary Education
Phone: (717) 783-4799

Email: pamartin(@state.pa.us
http://www.project720.org/
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Rhode Island

Rhode Island is in the process of revaluing their high school diploma.

Contact:

Ruth Furia

E-mail: ruth.furia@ride.ri.gov

Phone: (401) 222-8461
http://www.ridoe.net/HighSchoolReform/

Texas

Texas High School Project

The Texas High School Project (THSP) is a $261 million public-private initiative committed to
increasing graduation and college enrollment rates in every Texas community. The project is
dedicated to ensuring that all Texas students leave high school prepared for college and career
success in the 21" century economy.

THSP partners include the Texas Education Agency, the Office of the Governor, the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation, Wallace Foundation, and
others. The project invests in students by providing funds and technical assistance to school
districts to increase student achievement in high schools, build new schools, and create
innovative partnerships between high schools and higher education institutions. THSP focuses on
the most challenged school districts in the state, with an emphasis on urban areas and districts
along the Texas-Mexico border. The project’s private philanthropic investments are managed by
the Communities Foundation of Texas. State and federal investments are managed by the Texas
Education Agency.

Key Initiatives:

Creating New High School Models
THSP partners have invested more than $30 million to redesign existing high schools and help
large schools break up into small, rigorous, and personalized learning communities.

The project has funded partnerships between higher education institutions, local school districts,
and charter schools to create Early College High Schools where students can either earn an
associate's degree or earn up to 60 hours of college credit while working toward their high school
diplomas.

Leadership Innovations

The project has funded a principal certification pilot program that will combine innovative
elements such as multidisciplinary curriculum, learning experiences in authentic contexts,
mentors and cohort groups, and extensive collaboration with area schools to create more
specialized training for high school principals.
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Student Programs
THSP partners have awarded more than $40 million to help high schools develop tutoring,
counseling, and other intervention programs for students at risk of dropping out.

Texas Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math Initiative (T-STEM)
T-STEM is designed to improve instruction and academic performance in science and math
related subjects at high schools across Texas.

Contact:

The Office of Education Initiatives

Phone: (512) 936-6060

E-mail: webadminl @tea.state.tx.us
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ed_init/sec/thsp/

Vermont

Secondary School Renewal and Innovation
The Secondary School Renewal and Innovation program works to assist schools in implementing
innovative approaches to secondary school renewal.

The program has worked closely with the Vermont High School Task Force, which was created
in 1999 by the State Board of Education to examine the status of the state's secondary education
system; the group completed its initial mission in 2002.

The Task Force developed a set of recommendations and tools to help guide the secondary
school renewal process; the Secondary School Renewal and Innovation program focuses on
helping the education community implement those strategies. Among the recommendations is
the creation of a Center for Secondary School Renewal, which would provide resources and
technical assistance to secondary schools and vocation-technical education centers working to
integrate innovative practices.

Contact:

Shelley Cohen, Secondary School Renewal and Innovation Coordinator
Phone: (802) 828-5140

E-mail: shelley.cohen@state.vt.us
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_hsi.html

Virginia

Virginia High School Initiatives
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/high-school-initiatives.html

Project Graduation

Project Graduation provides additional opportunities for students to complete the end-of-course
exams (referred to in the state as "verified units of credit") required to earn a high school
diploma. The project offers online tutorials in Algebra I and reading; a link to and information
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about the algebra readiness diagnostic test; practice assessments to help students prepare for the
end-of-course (EOC) assessments in reading, writing, Algebra I, Algebra II, geometry,
chemistry, biology, and earth science; released Standards of Learning tests; information about
transferring credits and obtaining a waiver from the verified credit requirement; substitute tests
for earning verified credit; and general information about the requirements to complete a
standard Virginia high school diploma, an advanced studies diploma, modified standard diploma
and special diploma.

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/2plus4in2004/index.shtml

Senior Year Plus

High school seniors complete 15 units of college credit via dual enrollment, the Virginia Virtual
Advanced Placement School, Cambridge, Advanced Placement (AP), or International
Baccalaureate (IB) courses at their home high schools. To participate, students must have at least
a "B" average, be working toward an Advanced Studies Diploma, and complete college-level
work through one of the aforementioned methods. The related Commonwealth College Course
Collaborative is a set of 13 credit hours accepted at all participating postsecondary institutions
for degree credit. The Path to Industry Certification Program, available to all districts and
community colleges in the state, allows high school juniors and seniors who do not have plans
for college to simultaneously complete high school graduation requirements and pursue technical
certification. Subject to available funding, the program pays for the student's tuition up to the in-
state rate, applicable community college fees, textbook costs, and certification exam fees.
Students also complete a career assessment of the school's choice to determine potential career
interests. Participating students likewise have access to One-Stop Center employment services.
Participating students and their parents, the high school principal, the high school counselor, and
the community college coordinator must also sign a compact clarifying the respective
responsibilities of the student, parent, high school, and Virginia Community College System.
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/senioryearplus/

Contact:

Virginia High School Initiatives

Tabitha Foreman, Specialist

Phone: (804) 786-1993

E-Mail: Tabitha.Foreman@doe.virginia.gov

High Schools that Work

High Schools That Work (HSTW) was originally created in 1987 by the Southern Regional
Education Board (SREB) in partnership with a consortium of eleven states of which Virginia was
one. High Schools That Work has been recognized as the nation's first large-scale initiative to
emphasize a program of study that includes both academic courses and modern career and
technical studies to prepare students for a broad career field and further education.

The HSTW initiative is a comprehensive approach to school improvement that complements and
supports the educational goals for Virginia. As a research and assessment-based reform initiative,
HSTW is guided by a framework of goals, key practices, and key conditions to improve school
practices, instruction, and student achievement. The HSTW vision requires its stakeholders
(administrators, faculty and staff, parents, leaders of community/civic organizations,

N W Rcc at NWREL i

Northwest Regional
Comprehensive Center



representatives of business/industry, middle schools, and postsecondary education) to rethink
school routines. HSTW is dedicated to providing a quality education for all students.

Contact:

Lolita B. Hall, State Coordinator for HSTW

Virginia Department of Education

PO Box 2120, Richmond, VA 23218-2120

Ibhall@pen.k12.va.us
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Instruction/CTE/hstw/HSTW.html

National Initiatives

The American Diploma Project Network

The American Diploma Project (ADP) Network includes 30 states that are dedicated to making
sure every high school graduate is prepared for college or work. To close the expectations gap,
the ADP Network states have committed to the following four actions:

* Align high school standards and assessments with the knowledge and skills required for
success after high school.

* Require all high school graduates to take challenging courses that actually prepare them for
life after high school.

* Streamline the assessment system so that the tests students take in high school also can serve
as readiness tests for college and work.

* Hold high schools accountable for graduating students who are ready for college or careers
and hold postsecondary institutions accountable for students' success once enrolled.

States that participate:

Arizona Louisiana Ohio
Arkansas Maine Oklahoma
Colorado Maryland Oregon
Connecticut Massachusetts Pennsylvania
Delaware Michigan Rhode Island
Georgia Minnesota Tennessee
Hawaii Mississippi Texas
Indiana New Jersey Washington
Iowa New Mexico West Virginia
Kentucky North Carolina Wisconsin

High School Honor States Program

The NGA Center's Honor States Grant Program is a $23.6 million, governor-led initiative to

improve high school and college-ready graduation rates in 26 states.

* Phase I of the grant offers governors the opportunity to develop and begin to implement
comprehensive plans to improve high school graduation and college readiness rates.
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* Phase II grants will focus on state work in more specific areas such as adding rigor,
expanding AP participation, and improving low performing high schools.

http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.4096192acbalc8899cdcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid

=8521168{f8f87010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD

Contact; Alexander Harris Education Division

States that participate:

Alabama_Phase II Kentucky Phase II North Carolina Phase I1
Arkansas Phase | Louisiana Phase I Oklahoma Phase II
Arizona_ Phase II Maine Phases I and 11 Pennsylvania Phase II
Connecticut_Phase II Massachusetts Phase | Rhode Island Phase I
Delaware Phase | Michigan Phase | Tennessee Phase 11
Florida Phase II Minnesota Phase I Virginia_Phase |
Georgia Phase 11 Missouri_Phase 11 Wisconsin_Phase [
Indiana Phase I Nevada Phase 11

Iowa Phase II New Hampshire Phase II

Breaking Ranks II: Strategies for Leading High School Reform was published in 2004 by the
National Association of Secondary School Principals. The preface sets the stage in stating that,
“Most people believe that we can do better. Being a less-than-average high school is
unacceptable; being a good high school largely represents a commitment to the status quo; being
a great high school should be the individual and collective resolve of all who toil in the vineyards
of secondary education.” The handbook outlines 7 cornerstone strategies and 31
recommendations for school leaders ready to take on the challenge of reforming their high
schools. It offers research-based successful practices, real-life examples of high schools at
various stages of reform, a step-by-step approach to change, obstacles to avoid, and resources
from which to draw.

http://www.nassp.org/s nassp/sec.asp?CID=563andDID=48223

Additional Readings And Online Resources

National High School Center

The National High School Center provides in-depth knowledge, expertise, and analyses that are
specifically geared to high schools for use by the Regional Comprehensive Centers and the
States—as well as by other content centers—to help ensure that every student receives the
knowledge, skills, and support he or she needs to graduate from high school prepared to succeed
in postsecondary education and the workforce.

http://www.betterhighschools.org

Advancing High School Reform in the States: Policies and Programs

This report from the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) and
KnowledgeWorks Foundation identifies the policies states have enacted that align with and
support NASSP’s federal legislative recommendations for reforming the nation’s high schools.
http://www.principals.org/s_nassp/sec.asp?CID=1239andDID=55536
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Closing the Expectations Gap 2007

Achieve.org has released a survey updating the efforts of all 50 states to align their high school
standards, graduation requirements, assessments, and accountability systems with the demands
of college and work, and finds that at least 48 states are now actively engaged in reform efforts
of some kind. (April 2007)

http://www.achieve.org/node/844 or http://www.achieve.org/files/50-state-07-Final.pdf

Council of Chief State School Officer’s State Strategies to Redesign High Schools Project
To help states build the capacity to implement research-based practices and policies, CCSSO
launched the State Strategies to Redesign High Schools Project in early 2004 with funding from
the U.S. Department of Education. The project supports state education agencies with the
planning and implementation of their high school redesign efforts by providing technical
assistance in areas that states defined as high priorities. CCSSQO’s activities include identifying
and disseminating best practices; facilitating ongoing communication with participating states;
creating a state network to encourage state sharing and collaboration of redesign policies and
programs; and working with technical assistance providers and key national organizations to
support state-level efforts in high school redesign. (abstract from CCSSO)
http://www.ccsso.org/projects/State_Strategies to_Redesign High Schools/

Early College High School Initiative

The Early College High School Initiative is a high school redesign model that provides students
with the opportunity to earn both a high school diploma and an Associate’s degree or two years
of college credit toward a Bachelor’s degree. Although school designs vary based on the needs of
particular student populations, a college degree is the goal for all. With support from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, Jobs for the Future coordinates the Early College High School
Initiative and provides support to the partners and to the effort as a whole.
http://www.earlycolleges.org/

Education Commission of the States High School Policy Center

ECS has created the High School Policy Center to keep policymakers on the leading edge of
what's happening with state high school systems by gathering, analyzing, and disseminating
information about current and emerging issues, trends, and innovations in state educational high
school policy and system designs.
http://www.ecs.org/ecsmain.asp?page=/html/educationissues/HighSchool/HighSchoolDB1_intro

.asp

High School Agenda: Who’s Doing What

This document provides information on the projects, initiatives, and products of ECS and other
national education and policy organizations on the subject of improving high schools. It is
designed to direct policymakers to groups and resources that might be useful in developing and
implementing effective policy on high schools and highlight important resources for anyone
concerned with improving high schools. (ECS, May 2005)
http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/61/08/6108.pdf
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High School Reform/Redesign Processes: What Idaho Can Learn

The Center for Policy Studies, Education Research, and Community Development released this
policy brief to describe the processes advocated by national high school reform entities and those
used by states engaged in the high school reform process.
http://icee.isu.edu/Policy/Policy Brief - HS Reform-1.pdf

Measured Progress: A Report on the High School Reform Movement

This report from Education Sector examines and summarizes various methods that have been
used to gauge the effectiveness of high school reform movements over the last few years. In
particular, the report finds that creating a more supportive high school environment for students
produces significant improvements in student learning when combined with more rigorous
instruction and high expectations. (Abstract from the National High School Center)
http://www.educationsector.org/usr_doc/Measured Progress.pdf

National High School Alliance

The National High School Alliance (HS Alliance) is a partnership of nearly fifty organizations
representing a diverse cross-section of perspectives and approaches, but sharing a common
commitment to promoting the excellence, equity, and development of high school-age youth.
http://www.hsalliance.org/index.asp

Redesigning High Schools to Prepare Students for the Future: 2006 Update. Education
Policy Brief, Vol. 4, No. 6, Spring 2006

In December 2004, the Center for Evaluation and Education Policy (CEEP) examined the issue
of high school reform in its Education Policy Brief, "Redesigning High Schools to Prepare
Students for the Future" (ED488911). Since the publication of that report, many new policies and
programs have been established across the country at the local, state, and national levels to
further restructure secondary education with the goal of improving student preparation for
success in their future endeavors. As a result of these efforts, CEEP presents this update to its
initial report. Contained in this brief are the following articles: (1) The Urgency of High School
Reform; (2) What Are the Newest High School Reform Efforts Underway Nationally?; (3) What
Steps Has Indiana Taken to Improve Student Preparation?; (4) Moving Forward with Reform,;
and (5) Conclusions and Recommendations.
http://ceep.indiana.edu/projects/PDF/PB_V4N6_Spring 2006 _High School.pdf

Southern Regional Education Board’s High Schools That Work

High Schools That Work is the largest and oldest of the Southern Regional Education Board’s
school improvement initiatives for high school and middle grades leaders and teachers. More
than 1,200 HSTW sites in 32 states are using the framework of HSTW Goals and Key Practices
to raise student achievement.

http://www.sreb.org/programs/hstw/hstwindex.asp
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